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3 Which Test is Right for Me?

 

please use the full scoring rubric at the end to determine which exam is most likely the correct one to prep for 
and to take. 

Keep in mind that neither test is the “perfect” exam. Most students and families will choose the exam that is 
most commonly taken by their peers.

circle their answers directly on the exam.
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English
Practice Passage #3

DIRECTIONS: Read the passage and then choose the best answer to each question.  Use a 
watch to time yourself, taking no longer than nine minutes per passage.

A Tale of Two Wizards

 Not since the Beatles ruled pop music in the 

1960s has a phenomenon dominated pop culture in quite 

the same way as the Harry Potter books.  With total 

worldwide sales of more than 30 million copies and 

counting, the young wizard from Hogwart’s School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry has ruled childrens’ bestseller
     1

lists and has dwarfed the sales of adult titles as well. 
   2

          When the paperback edition of Harry Potter 

and the Prisoner of Azkaban was first released on June 

20, 1999, it outsold all other children's books combined     
 3

by a five-to-one margin.  And when Harry Potter and 

the Goblet of Fire came out this year, U.S. publisher 

Scholastic sold more than 3 million copies during the 

first week alone. 

          In New Zealand, the release date for Harry 

Potter and the Goblet of Fire was a week later. The 

media frenzy was so high that the Auckland Herald

devoted a full page to two sisters who got a copy a few
4

days early.  Their father, who had just returned from the 
 5

United States and was able to “smuggle” in a copy.  

More recently, Harry Potter author J. K. Rowling read to 

1. A. NO CHANGE
B. children’s
C. child’s
D. childrens

2. The writer is considering deleting the underlined
portion from the preceding sentence. If the writer
were to do so, the essay would primarily lose:
F. a minor detail in the essay’s introduction.
G. an explanation of the Harry Potter plot lines.
H. the writer’s opinion about the significance of

the Harry Potter series.
J. a specific example of the literary worth of

Rowling’s novels.

3. A. NO CHANGE
B. 1999; it
C. 1999, and it
D. 1999. It

4. F. NO CHANGE
G. had been devoted
H. will have devoted
J. devotes

5. A. NO CHANGE
B. father,
C. father had
D. father having

6th Edition-revA3.indd   64 2/1/12   1:03 PM
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ACT English
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an estimated 12,000 eager listeners, the largest crowd ever to 

hear an author read. 

 But even as Pottermania remains and stays at a 
 6

feverpitch, many people are celebrating the 100th 

anniversary of another world-famous wizard, The Wizard of 

Oz. Since it first appeared in book form in 1900, The Wizard 

of Oz has delighted millions of readers throughout the world.

The 1939 MGM film version of The Wizard of Oz remains 

one of history's most popular films, and new 100th 

anniversary editions of the book are bringing L. Frank 

Baum's classic tale to a whole new generation of children. 

An exhibit at the Library of Congress even paid homage to 

the story's enduring legacy. 7

 Beyond being immensely popular and adored by
      8

many, the Harry Potter books, and The Wizard of Oz series
   9

share other similarities. Both were largely praised by 

critics. Therefore, both have drawn criticism from some 
  10

quarters for their portrayal of magic and wizardry and their 

possible affect on young people. Indeed, parents and other 
   11

6. F. NO CHANGE
G. and keeps going
H. by continuing
J. DELETE the underlined portion.

7. If the writer were to delete the preceding sentence, the
paragraph would primarily lose:
A. background information about Baum’s novel.
B. a detail demonstrating the popularity of The
     Wizard of Oz.
C. a comment by the author about a novel that is
     unrelated to Harry Potter.
D. an essential comparison between Baum and Rowling.

8. F. NO CHANGE
G. immensely popular – adored by
H. adored by
J. immensely popular from being adored by

9. A. NO CHANGE
B. the Harry Potter books and The Wizard of Oz series
C. the Harry Potter books and The Wizard of Oz series,
D. the Harry Potter books, and The Wizard of Oz series,

10. F. NO CHANGE
G. Both
H. However, both
J. Undoubtedly, both

11. A. NO CHANGE
B. effect on
C. affects on
D. effects on

Practice Passage #3
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groups attacked the Harry Potter series, concerned about 
   12

witchcraft, more than any other book in 1999.
  12

   However, many supporters of the Harry Potter

books feel that their worthy in and of themselves.  Others 

even claim the attacks should come to a conclusion because 

the books help develop the desire to read in general.

12. F. NO CHANGE
G. groups, attacked the Harry Potter series, concerned

about witchcraft more
H. groups, concerned about witchcraft, attacked the

Harry Potter series more
J. groups, attacked the Harry Potter series concerned

about witchcraft, more
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DO YOUR FIGURING HERE

ACT Mathematics
DIRECTIONS: 

Solve each problem, choose the correct answer. 

You are permitted to use a calculator for any problems 
you choose, but some of the problems may best be done 
without using a calculator.

2 2                 

TEST 1    GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

MATHEMATICS TEST
60 Minutes 60 Questions

DIRECTIONS:  Solve each problem, choose the correct 
answer, and then fill in the corresponding oval on your 
answer document.

Do not linger over problems that take too much time.  
Solve as many as you can; then return to the others in 
the time you have left for this test.

You are permitted to use a calculator on this test.  You 
may use your calculator for any problems you choose, 

but some of the problems may best be done without   
using a calculator.

Note: Unless otherwise stated, all of the following should 
be assumed.

1.  Illustrative figures are NOT necessarily drawn to 
scale.

2.  Geometric figures lie in a plane.
3.  The word line indicates a straight line.
4.  The word average indicates arithmetic mean.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. If x = 3, then 2 2 12x x ?                                                                       DO YOUR FIGURING HERE.

A. –3
B. 0
C. 3
D. 6
E. 21

2. If 3(2 1) 11 27,x x then x = ?

F. –6
G. –2
H. 2
J. 6
K. 7

3. To make space for new merchandise, a clothing store 
offered a 15% discount on all current stock.  What is the 
sale price of a jacket that regularly sells for $42?

A. $6.30 
B. $8.40
C. $35.70
D. $37.80
E. $41.85

4. In the figure below, line m is parallel to line n.  One angle 
formed with transversal line t measures 60°, as shown.  
What is the degree measure of a?

               n                     a
                                                                                                 

                                                                                                        60°
                                                               

                        t
                                                                                                                 

m

F.    30°
G. 60°
H.   90°
J. 120°
K.  Cannot be determined.

6th Edition-revA3.indd   220 2/1/12   1:06 PM
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2 2         

TEST 1    GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

10. An urn contains 7 blue balls, 5 white balls, and 3 red balls.                       DO YOUR FIGURING HERE.
What is the probability that the first ball drawn at random 
from the urn will NOT be red?   

F. 7
45

G. 1
5

H. 1
3

J. 7
15

K. 4
5

11. A certain watch cost $100, and a certain pearl necklace 
costs $300.  If the cost of the watch increases by 5% and 
the cost of the pearl necklace decreases by 10%, what will 
be the sum of their new costs?

A. $375
B. $385
C. $395
D. $405
E. $415

12. In the figure below, CA is tangent to circle O at point T.  If 
AT 6 units, CT 8 units, and CO 10 units, how many 
units long is the radius of the circle?

                                                                   A
             

                           T 

                                                                        
              O                            C

13. If A = BC, B = x, and C = yz, then AB = ?

A. xyzx
B. yzxy
C. zxyz
D. xyyz
E. xyz

                                                                                                                                 

F. 2
G. 5
H. 6
J.    8

K.    10

6th Edition-revA3.indd   222 2/1/12   1:06 PM
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2 2         

TEST 1    GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

18. The centers of 3 identically sized circles lie on the diameter DO YOUR FIGURING HERE.
of a larger circle, as shown in the figure below.  Each of 
the 4 circles is tangent to 2 other circles, as shown.  If the 
circumference of eac
circumference of the largest circle, in inches?

F.
G.
H.
J.
K.

19. A recipe calls for cooking a turkey 1 hour for every 3 
pounds it weighs.  How long should a 19-pound turkey 
cook?

A. 6 hours and 15 minutes
B. 6 hours and 20 minutes
C. 6 hours and 30 minutes
D. 6 hours and 331/3 minutes
E. 6 hours and 40 minutes

20. Line t intersects parallel lines m and n.  Angle measures are 
as shown in the figure below.  What is the degree measure 
of  a ?

                                          a                         80°                           

F. 10°                                                                                 t
G. 80°                            m                         n
H. 90°
J. 100°
K. 110°

6th Edition-revA3.indd   224 2/1/12   1:06 PM
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DO YOUR FIGURING HERE

   2 2         

TEST 1    GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

?

29. In the figure below, lengths in units and angles measured in DO YOUR FIGURING HERE.
degrees are as marked.  How many units long is BC ?

                                   A

                                                 60º
                                   3     

                                                                         30º
A. 3                           B                                        C
B. 3 2                                                  
C. 3 3
D. 6
E. 3 5

30. To increase the mean of 5 numbers by 3, by how much 
would the sum of the 5 numbers need to increase?

F. 3
G. 6
H. 9
J. 15
K. 18

31. Josh pounded a stake into the ground.  When he attached a 
leash to both the stake and his dog’s collar, the dog could 
walk 12 feet from the stake in any direction.  Using 3.14 

feet, that the dog could roam while tied to the stake?

A. 38
B. 75
C. 151
D. 377
E. 452

32. Television screen sizes are determined by the diagonal 
length of the rectangular screen.  Chad recently changed 
from watching a television with a 19-inch screen to a 
television with a similarly shaped 32-inch screen.  If a car 
on the 19-inch screen appeared 12 inches long, how long, 
to the nearest inch, would the same car appear on the 32-
inch screen?

F. 16
G. 18
H. 20
J. 22
K. 24

6th Edition-revA3.indd   227 2/1/12   1:06 PM
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2 2         

TEST 1    GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE.

44. Kaylee found a used car that she is thinking about purchasing. DO YOUR FIGURING HERE.
The list price is $8,785.  She calculates that she will need 
to borrow $6,500.  Approximately what would her monthly 
payment be if she borrowed the money for 36 months at an 
annual interest rate of 10%?

F. $164.84
G. $171.21
H. $209.76
J. $234.72
K. $283.81

45. A local dealership is having an end-of-the-model-year 
clearance sale and is offering 5% annual interest on new-
car loans for 36, 48, or 60 months.  The maximum amount 
that Kaylee can budget for her monthly car payment is 
$300.  Of the following loan amounts, which one 
represents the maximum amount that Kaylee can borrow at 
5% annual interest while staying within her budget?

A. $10,000
B. $13,000
C. $14,000
D. $15,000
E. $20,000

46. For 2 1,i 2(5 )i ?

F. 24
G. 26
H. 24 – 5i
J. 24 – 10i     
K. 26 + 10i

47. If x and y are integers such that y > 12 and 2x + y = 19, 
which of the following is the solution set for x?

A. 4x
B. 3x
C. 4x
D. 3x
E. 0x

48. If 3 4 0,pq t which of the following products must be 
positive?

F. pq
G. pt
H. qt
J. pqt
K. pq2

6th Edition-revA3.indd   233 2/1/12   1:06 PM
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TEST 1                                                                                        

59. For all real numbers x and y such that the product of y and 4               DO YOUR FIGURING HERE.
is x, which of the following expressions represents 
the sum of y and 4 in terms of x?

A. 4x

B.    4 4x

C. 4 4x

D. 4
4

x

E. 16
4

x

60. What is cos 7
12 given that 7

12 3 4 and that  

cos (A+B) = cos A (cos B) – sin A (sin B) ?

(Note: You may use the following table of values.)

6
1
2

3
2

4
2

2
2

2

3
3

2
1
2

F. 2 6
4

G. 1
4

H. 2 3
4

J. 0.999

K. 1 2
2

END OF TEST 2 
STOP! DO NOT TURN THE PAGE UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.

DO NOT RETURN TO THE PREVIOUS TEST.

6th Edition-revA3.indd   237 2/1/12   1:06 PM
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HUMANITIES: This is an excerpt from the article “A Brief 
History of the Program” published in NEA Jazz Masters 2015 
by the National Endowment of the Arts. 
 

A melding of African and European music and cultures, 
jazz was born in the United States, a new musical form that 
used rhythm, improvisation, and instruments in unique and 
exciting ways. Jazz came to prominence in the early 20th 
century on the dance floors of major cultural centers such 
as Kansas City and New York. With the advent of sound 
recording techniques, the increased availability of affordable 
gramophones, and the rise of radio as popular entertainment, 
jazz quickly conquered the country. By the 1930s and 1940s, 
jazz had become America’s dance music, selling albums and 
performance tickets at dizzying rates and sweeping millions 
of fans in foreign countries off their feet. 

By the 1950s, however, with the advent of rock and roll 
and the tilt in jazz toward bebop rather than the more popular 
swing, jazz began a decline in its popularity. It was still seen 
as an important and exciting art form, but by an increasingly 
smaller audience. Jazz was still being exported overseas, 
though, especially by Voice of America radio broadcasts and 
U.S. Department of State goodwill tours that featured such 
musicians as Dizzy Gillespie, Louis Armstrong, and Dave 
Brubeck. 

By the 1960s, when the National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA) was created by Congress, jazz album sales were 
down and jazz performances were becoming more difficult to 
find. Large dance orchestras disbanded for lack of work, and 
musicians found themselves in stiff competition for fewer 
and fewer gigs. The music, starting with bebop and into hard 
bop and free jazz, became more cerebral and less dance-
oriented, focusing on freeing up improvisation and rhythm. 
It was moving in a new artistic direction, and, if this high 
quality were to be maintained, it would need some assistance. 

1.    The passage attributes the early, rapid success of jazz to 
all of the following factors, EXCEPT: 
A. an abundance of dance floors across America.
B. new methods of recording sound.
C. more Americans were buying gramophones.
D. more Americans were listening to the radio.

2.    It may be reasonably inferred from the second paragraph 
of Passage A that the decline in popularity of jazz was:
F. solely due to rock and roll.
G. not as far reaching globally.
H. only a temporary shift.
J. a result of swing’s popularity.

3.   The Passage indicates that the most significant change in 
jazz music over a thirty-year time span was:
A. that it became more rhythmically structured.
B. that it had greater appeal to intellectuals.
C. that talented jazz musicians were hard to find.
D. that it became less dance related.

4.    As it is used in lines 7 and 14, the word advent most 
likely means:
F. popularity.
G. arrival.
H. creation. 
J. heyday.

5.    According to the passage, which genre of jazz was the 
most popular prior to the 1950s?
A. Swing
B. Free jazz
C. Bebop
D. Hard bebop

5

10

15

20

25

30

ACT Reading

Directions: Read the passage and then answer the questions.
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Science Skill Builder
Analyzing Data #4

DIRECTIONS: After reading the passage, choose the best answer to each question.

          To ensure tap water safety, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) sets limits on the amount of certain 
contaminants in our drinking water. Local water quality may be 
judged by comparing the water to the EPA benchmarks for water 
quality. One such benchmark is the Maximum Contaminant Level 
Goal (MCLG). The MCLG is the level of a contaminant in 
drinking water below which is there is no known or expected risk 
to health. Another benchmark is the Maximum Contaminant Level 
(MCL). An MCL is the highest level of a contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking water. 

          The Village of Grayslake, Illinois tested the local water for 
common contaminants in the summer and fall of 2008. The results 
are displayed in Table 1.

Table 1

Compound AverageLevel
Detected

Range 
of

Levels
Detected

MCLG MCL

Alpha Emitters 2.6 2.6 0 5
Beta/Photon 
Emitters 3.9 3.9 0 50

Bromate 2.0 0-6 0 10
Chlorine 2.0 0.5-2.0 4 4
Radium 1.6 1.6 0 5
Fluoride 1.1 0.9-1.1 4 4
Sodium 9.7 9.7 0 0
Haloacetic acids 2.0 0-4 0 60
Trihalomethanes 17.0 10-29 0 80

          Dental fluorosis is a health condition caused by a child 
receiving too much fluoride during tooth development. Flouride 
consumption can exceed the tolerable upper limit when someone 
drinks a lot of water containing fluoride in combination with other 
fluoride sources.  Researchers have discovered that some children 
may be ingesting more fluoride from toothpaste alone than is 
recommended as a total daily fluoride ingestion. Table 2 compares 
average daily fluoride ingestion from toothpaste with 
recommended total daily intake and Table 3 lists fluoride 
concentrations found in common food and beverages. 

Table 2

Age Intake from 2 
Brushings

% of 
Recommended 

Intake
2 0.66 mg 110
3 0.36 mg 50
4 0.26 mg 32
5 0.44 mg 48

Table 3

Product # of 
Samples

Mean
Concentration

Range of
Concentrations

Baby 
Food 9 4.40 ppm 1.05-8.38 ppm

Gatorade 13 0.85 ppm 0.02-1.04 ppm
Juice 24 0.69 ppm 0.16-1.08 ppm
Soda 332 0.72 ppm 0.02-1.10 ppm
Tea 26 2.56 ppm 0.61-6.68 ppm

Wine 19 1.02 ppm 0.23-2.80 ppm

1. Based on the information provided in Table 3, and the
knowledge that the maximum concentration of
fluoride allowed in drinking water by the EPA is 4
ppm, which common products may contain a
potentially unsafe amount of fluoride?
A. Baby food and tea
B. Wine
C. Gatorade and Juice
D. Tea

2. The average level detected was lowest for which
compound found in Grayslake’s water?
F. Trihalomethanes.
G. Sodium.
H. Fluoride.
J. Radium.

3. Based on the information presented in Table 2,
children of what age are consuming more than the
recommended intake of fluoride from brushing their
teeth with toothpaste containing fluoride?
A. 5
B. 4
C. 3
D. 2

6th Edition-revA3.indd   172 2/1/12   1:05 PM
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DIRECTIONS: Read the passage, and choose the best answer to each question. 
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4. According to the data in Table 1, there was the greatest range
of levels detected for which compound?
F. Bromate.
G. Trihalomethanes.
H. Sodium.
J. Alpha Emitters.

5. Which of the following correctly lists the ages of children who
consume fluoride from 2 brushings, from the greatest intake to
the least?
A. 2, 3, 4, 5.
B. 3, 5, 4, 2.
C. 4, 2, 5, 3.
D. 2, 5, 3, 4.

6. The average concentration of fluoride found in Gatorade was:
F. 0.02 ppm.
G. 0.85 ppm.
H. 1.04 ppm.
J. 2.56 ppm.

7. Based on Table 1, which compounds were detected in
levels below the Maximum Contaminant Level Goals
set by the EPA?
A. Chlorine and fluoride.
B. Chlorine and radium.
C. Fluoride and bromate.
D. Haloacetic acids and sodium.

8. Based on the information in Table 2, the daily
recommended amount of fluoride for 2 year olds is
approximately:
F. 0.34 mg
G. 0.46 mg
H. 0.60 mg
J. 0.75 mg

6th Edition-revA3.indd   173 2/1/12   1:05 PM

7.  Based on Table 1, which compounds were detected in levels 
below the Maximum Contaminant Level Goals (MCLG) set 
by the EPA?
A.  Chlorine and fluoride.
B.  Clorine and radium.
C.  Fluoride and bromate.
D.  Haloacetic acids and sodium.
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SAT Diagnostic
SAT Reading

Questions 1-11 are based on the following passage.

This passage examines the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service’s efforts to restore the southern sea otter 
population in California coastal waters.

In the early nineteenth century, Russians and 
Americans hunted thousands of southern sea otters along 
the California coast for their valuable fur pelts known 
as “soft gold,” trading them for huge profits in China. 
The beauty of the otter’s pelt made it a sign of status 
as Chinese mandarins wore the fur trim on their silk 
robes. By the 1820s, the California sea otter population, 
estimated at 16,000 before the fur trade began, had 
almost disappeared. Then, in 1938, approximately 50 
sea otters were discovered off the Big Sur coast. The 
southern sea otter (Enhydra lutris nereis) has been listed 
as “threatened” under the Endangered Species Act since 
1977. 

In 1986, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
attempted to translocate about 140 California sea otters 
to San Nicolas Island (by southern California) in the 
hope of establishing a reserve population should a 
catastrophic event such as an oil spill threaten the otter 
population along the coast. The translocation program 
had major problems, however, despite abundant otter 
prey around the island. Many relocated otters swam back 
to their original waters off of the mainland or died from 
being transported. A “no-otter zone” was established in 
1986 in response to fishermen’s complaints that moving 
the otters could interfere with their fishing activities. 
In this zone stretching from Point Conception to the 
Mexican border, only San Nicolas Island was designated 
as a sea otter habitat, and sea otters found elsewhere 
were supposed to be captured and relocated. In 2012, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ended its “no-otter 
zone” program since the plan that had been intended 
to promote the sea otter population’s recovery turned 
out to be an obstacle to recovery; now otters were to 
be allowed to expand their population to their natural, 
historical range south of Point Conception. 

Since the 1980s, U.S. Geological Survey scientists 
have conducted annual range-wide surveys via telescope 
observations from shore and low-flying aircraft to 
calculate the sea otter population from San Mateo 
County in the north to Rincon Point and San Nicolas 
Island in the south. Population recovery has been 
slow. For southern sea otters to be removed from the 
“threatened” species list, the population would have to 
exceed 3,090 for three consecutive years.

Sea otters play a critical role in coastal ecosystems. 
Unlike other marine mammals, they do not have a thick 
layer of blubber and must consume the equivalent of 
25% of their body weight per day to maintain their body 
heat. According to USGS biologist Tim Tinker, “Sea 
otters are considered a keystone species of the kelp 
ecosystem because they are such voracious predators, 
and they are uniquely capable of limiting herbivorous 
invertebrates like sea urchins that, if left unchecked, can 
decimate kelp beds and the fish habitats they provide.” 
By consuming enormous amounts of crabs, sea otters 
also enable the survival of seagrass meadows, which 
provide coastal protection and important habitats for fish. 
The otters’ reduction of the crabs that ordinarily prey 
on sea slugs allows the slugs to become more abundant. 
These sea slugs feed on the algae that typically disturb 
the health of seagrass leaves. This positive chain reaction 
in a food web is known as a “trophic cascade.” 

Sea otters are also considered an “indicator” species 
of near-shore ecosystem health. Scientists examine sea 
otters for contaminants since they feed near the coast and 
are often the first predators exposed to pollutants and 
pathogens.  

While the overall sea otter population index trends 
upward, the subsets at the northern and southern ends 
of the geographical range have declined for five years. 
Many factors can contribute to California sea otter 
mortality including food resource limitation, bacterial 
infections, “end-lactation syndrome” (when females 
become underweight from the high intake needed to 
feed their pups), and gunshots. However, scientists 
have discovered that the primary explanation for sea 
otter mortality at the range peripheries is increased bite 
wounds from white sharks. The percentage of dead otters 
with evidence of shark bites tripled from 19% in 1990 to 
61% in 2013. The death rates started rapidly accelerating 
in 2003 and may be a result of legal protections that 
boosted shark populations near otter habitats. Southern 
sea otters are not the natural prey of white sharks, but 
even “investigatory bites” can prove fatal for them.

Line
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DIRECTIONS: Read the passage and answer the questions.
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 The passage indicates that a crucial species whose ab-
sence would dramatically alter an ecosystem is known as
A) an indicator species.
B) a threatened species.
C) a population species.
D) a keystone species.

 Which choice provides the best evidence for the answer 
to the previous question?
A) Lines 10-13 (“The . . . 1977”)
B) Lines 29-35 (“In . . .Conception”)
C) Lines 49-54 (“According . . . provide’”)
D) Lines 63-64 (“Sea . . . health”)

 As used in line 52, “limiting” most nearly means
A) confining.
B) decreasing.
C) regulating.
D) specifying.

 The passage indicates that the sea otter’s voraciousness is 
A) connected to its large size.
B) found only in females nursing pups.
C) disguised by its playful behavior.
D) linked to its need to stay warm.

 The author uses the phrase “investigatory bites” (line 84) 
most likely to
A) explain that even sharks’ small, first bites can kill the 

otters.
B) describe how sharks eat their food sources in stages.
C) reveal that sharks are curious, exploratory creatures.
D) convey that the sharks did not intend to consume the 

otters.

 According to the passage and the graph, the mainland ot-
ter population needs to increase by how much in order to 
ensure the southern sea otter’s removal from the “threat-
ened” species list?
A) Approximately 1,000
B) Approximately 700
C) Approximately 200
D) Approximately 20

 Based on the passage and the graph, what San Nicolas 
Island information provides the most support for the 
author’s claim that the translocation of a sea otter popula-
tion to the island had major problems?
A) The dramatically upward trend over the past five years
B) The level numbers between 2004 and 2008
C) The low population between 1992 and 1998
D) The smaller population in 2014 than in the 1980s

5

6

7

8

9

10

11
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SAT Writing
DIRECTIONS: Read the passage, and choose the best answer to each question. 

2

1

3

4

5

Questions 1-11 are based on the following passage.

Solving Fake Crimes

With two TV  1  shows, and a fi lm series about Sherlock 

Holmes alone, plus many more hour-long dramas about lesser 

fi ctional sleuths both old and new,  2  the crime rate will 

almost certainly decrease.  There are almost certainly a great 

number of young fans out there who now fi nd themselves 

contemplating a career in crime solving.  Before anyone gets 

himself measured for a deerstalker cap, however,  3  it bears 

mentioning that there are a great many important differences 

between solving crimes on TV and solving crimes in real life. 4  

No-one’s saying that it isn’t impressive if you always 

beat the main character to fi guring out who the bad guy was 

or how he did it while watching episodes of Monk or Psych 

or Miss Fisher’s Murder Mysteries.  If this were an easy 

thing to do, then these shows wouldn’t be as popular as 5

it is.  It just doesn’t necessarily mean you’d be any good at 

catching bad guys in real life.

A) NO CHANGE
B) shows, a
C) shows and yet another
D) shows plus another

 Which choice provides the most appropriate introduction 
to the passage?
A) NO CHANGE
B) the detective genre is back in a big way.
C) movies and TV are both as popular as ever.
D) almost nobody can keep them all straight.

A) NO CHANGE
B) it’s bear
C) its bears
D) its bear’s

 At this point, the writer is considering adding the 
following sentence:

 Of course, crime has been around a lot longer than 
television has.

 Should the writer make this addition here?
A) Yes, because it settles the question about whether 

television is the sole cause of crime.
B) Yes, because the subsequent paragraph would not 

make sense without it.
C) No, because the author does not provide any evidence 

to support this assertion.
D) No, because it is an obvious fact that adds nothing 

either to this paragraph or the subsequent one.

A) NO CHANGE
B) they are
C) you are
D) some other things
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A detective show always presents the viewer with 

background information and a fi nite number of  6  suspects. 

These people are good enough to discuss their alibis at 

length.  The detective – or a clever fan – then deduces the 

culprit either by noticing an inconsistency in someone’s story 

or by bringing an obscure bit of trivia to bear on the facts of 

the case.  If you’re a real cop, your list of suspects is infi nite, 

and most people don’t especially want to talk to you.  There 

have been plenty of real people with a knack for catching 

criminals, but virtually none of them owed this talent to the 

fact that they had  7  memorized a superhuman amount of 

apparently useless factoids.

If you’re really such a whiz when it comes to solving 

these scripted crimes, then you’ve probably already fi gured 

out the trick about how the vital piece of information you’ll 

need later is always revealed during the funny part, so only 

the sharpest members of the viewing audience notice.  Well, 

how exactly would this help you if you were a real detective?  

Actual police investigations,  8  have not been meticulously 

scripted by writers, tend not to be conveniently divided into 

“funny parts” and “exciting parts.”   9  Therefore, that only 

happens on TV.

All this doesn’t mean your dreams are entirely dashed, 

however.  It just means that what you thought was your eye 

for clues  10  are really an eye for characterization, suspense, 

irony, misdirection, and all the other tools of the trade that 

writers use to craft compelling storylines.  If you’re good at 

fi guring out shows and stories about cops and robbers, you 

might also be good at writing them.  If so, you’ll make a lot 

more money  11  as a real detective does.

 

6

9

7

10

8

11

 In context, which choice best combines the underlined 
sentences?
A) suspects, they are
B) suspects, but one is
C) suspects; which all are
D) suspects, all of whom are

 Which choice best supports an argument made earlier in 
the paragraph?
A) NO CHANGE
B) refrained from watching too much TV.
C) always wanted to be famous for doing so.
D) refused to talk to anyone unless it was absolutely 

necessary.

A) NO CHANGE
B) of which are
C) not having been
D) DELETE the underlined portion.

A) NO CHANGE
B) Thus, that
C) Although that
D) That

A) NO CHANGE
B) is
C) were
D) being

A) NO CHANGE
B) than
C) then
D) with
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 A manager is planning a lunch for a conference. Meals 
cost either $8 or $12. Let x be the number of $8 meals 
and y be the number of $12 meals. The manager 
must order 900 or more meals and spend $8,400 or 
less. Which of the following systems of inequalities 
represents this relationship?

A) 
8x + 12y ≤ 8,400

x + y ≥ 8,400

⎧
⎨
⎩

B) 

  

x
8 + y

12
≤ 8,400

x + y ≥ 900

⎧
⎨
⎪

⎩⎪

C) 
8x + 12y ≤ 900

x + y ≥ 8,400

⎧
⎨
⎩

D) 
8x + 12y ≤ 8,400

x + y ≥ 900

⎧
⎨
⎩

 In the system of equations above, p and q are constants. 

If the system has infinitely many solutions, what is the 

value of
p

q
 ?

 The International Space Station makes one complete 
orbit around the Earth in 90 minutes. What is the total 
number of orbits the station makes in 3 days?

 In the function above, b is a constant. If ( ) = −f 9 10 , 

what is the value of ( )−f 3 ?

A) -5
B) 0
C) 5
D) 10

1

2

3

f x( ) = −
5

3
x + b

4

SAT Mathematics
DIRECTIONS: You may use a calculator. Answer each question and circle the correct answer.

+ =

+ =

px qy

x y

15

3 5 45
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y

x
O

1

1

y=g(x)

 The complete graph of the function g is shown in the 
xy-plane above. For what value of x is the value of g(x) 
at its maximum?

A) − 1
B)    3
C)    4
D)    5

 Which of the following descriptions would produce an 
exponential growth of the population?

A) Each successive year, 10% of the initial population is 
added to the population.

B) Each successive year, 8% of the initial population and 
140 animals are added to the population.

C) Each successive year, 180 animals is added to the 
population.

D) Each successive year, 5% of the current population is 
added to the population.

5 6
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ACT or SAT Student Survey

DIRECTIONS:  Circle the most appropriate answer based on what you think. There are no right or wrong 
answers! We simply need to learn a bit about you.

STUDENT PROFILE

What kind of a student are you?  
1.  Advanced: Mostly AP and Honors Courses
2.  Honors: Mostly Honors Courses 
3.  Normal: Mostly Regular Courses 
4.  Remedial: Mostly remedial Courses

Which one of the following describes your grade point average?
1.  I am an “A” student. (all or mostly A’s)
2.  I am a “B” student. (mostly B’s with some A’s)
3.  I am a “C” student. (mostly C’s with a few B’s and A’s here and there) 
4.  I am a “D” student who knows I can do better if I spent more time studying.

Which English Course are you enrolled in currently?
1.  AP or IB English
2.  Honors Level English
3.  Regular/Normal Level English
4.  Remedial/ELL/ESL English

Which Math Course are you enrolled in currently?
1.  Calculus or higher
2.  Pre-Calculus
3.  Algebra 2/Trigonometry 
4.  Geometry or Algebra 1

Which of the following describes your reading process?
1.  I read very quickly and comprehend with near perfect accuracy. 
2.  I am an above average reader.
3.  I am an average/normal reader.
4.  I struggle with reading, mostly because it’s boring and I don’t understand it.
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STANDARDIZED TEST-TAKING PROFILE

(A standardized test is a test you typically take once a year in school, but it does not count towards any of your 
classes or grades.  You wish you didn’t have to take these tests, but they make you!)

Which of the following would you say? 
1.  I excel on standardized testing, and I typically score better than my peers.
2.  I perform better than most students on standardized tests and score fairly high.
3.  I perform satisfactorily on standardized exams.  I wish they were easier.
4.  I typically don’t do well on standardized exams and wish I didn’t have to take them. 

 Which of the following describes you?
1.  I excel in all subjects.
2.  I’m better at Reading and Writing.
3.  I’m better at Math and Science.
4.  I’m about average/normal in both areas.

Which colleges or universities are you interested in?
1.  Ivy League/Top 5% of Universities only
2.  Top Universities, with at least one Ivy League as a “reach” school
3.  Good State or Private Universities
4.  Regular/Normal level Colleges and Universities 

Which exam will the majority of your close friends take?
1.  Both the SAT and ACT
2.  The SAT only
3.  The ACT only
4.  I have no idea which exam my friends are taking.

Where do you currently live?
1.  Near the Atlantic Ocean (East Coast)
2.  Near the Pacific Ocean (West Coast) 
3.  Somewhere between the Appalachian Mountain Chain and the Sierra Nevada Mountain Chain (the middle 

of the country).
4.  I currently live outside of the United States.


